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but it was now not feared as before. Weak kings
had been unable to hold together the fragile fabric
which kings great in war, though not in adminis-
tration, had built up. He made this small king-
dom a unit, freeing it entirely from all semblance
of rebellion or insurrection. He reconquered the
tribute-paying countries, and then, by a master
stroke of policy, but weakly attempted in certain
places before, he made them integral parts of an
empire. In every true sense he was the creator
of the Assyrian empire out of a kingdom and a
few dependencies. He made Assyria a world
power, knitting province to province by unparal
leled colonizing, and transforming local into im-
perial sentiment. No king like him even in war
had arisen in Assyria before, and in organization
and administration he so far excelled them all as
to be beyond comparison,

In an inscription written the year before his
death he sums up the record of his empire build-
ing by the declaration that he ruled from the Per-
sian Gulf in the south to Bikni in the east, and
along the sea of the setting sun unto Egypt, and
exhibits the same extent of territory in the titles
which he wears, for he was then king of Kishshati,
king of Assyria, king of Babylon, king of Sumer
and Accad, king of the Four Quarters of the Earth*
In him were thus united the titles which carried
back the thought of man to the veiy earliest cen-
ters of civilization in the southland, to the king-
doms which had been made great by Gudea and